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KW Publishers, New Delhi, India, 2013. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Dust Jacket Condition: New. First
Edition. China has emerged as a major regional power and has clear aspirations to be a global power in the
not too distant future. Comprehensive military modernisation programs, sustained economic, scientific and
technological developments have substantially elevated Chinas international profile. For the past three decades,
China has been modernising its strategic weaponry and enhancing the capabilities of its nuclear warheads. It
has also been developing new and complex military platforms that would be of great value to joint operations
warfare. The decade from 2011 through 2020 will prove critical to the PLA as it attempts to integrate many new
and complex platforms, and to adopt modern operational concepts, including network-centric warfare. Chinas
air force is in the midst of a transformation. A decade ago, it was an antiquated service equipped almost
exclusively with weapons based on 1950s-era Soviet designs and operated by personnel with questionable
training according to outdated employment concepts. Today, the PLAAF appears to be on its way to becoming
a modern, highly capable air force for the 21st century. The PLA Air Force has continued expanding its
inventory of long-range, advanced SAM systems and now possesses one of the largest such forces in the world.
The January 2011 flight test of Chinas next generation fighter prototype, the J-20, highlights Chinas ambition to
produce a fighter aircraF that incorporates stealth attributes, advanced avionics, and super-cruise capable
engines over the next several years. China is upgrading its B-6 bomber fleet with a new, longer-range variant
that will be armed with a new long-range cruise missile. Chinas aviation industry is developing several types of
airborne early warning and control system (AWACS) aircraF. These include the KJ-200, based on the Y-8
airframe, for AWACS as well...
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