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Unfortunately, but little commercial use is made of herring as a food fish in central, western, and arctic Alaska.
In 1907 a herring saltery was established on Simeonof Island, one of the Shumagin group, in central Alaska.
Owing to the low prices realized for the prepared product, and the high cost of transportation, the plant was
closed down in 1908 and 1909, but it was reopened this year. A small quantity is marketed fresh, but the great
bulk of the catch is made by the Indians, who consume the fish, either fresh or after being dried. a Report upon
Natural History Collections made in Alaska between the years 1877 and 1881, by Edward W. Nelson, p. 320-21
(1887). In southeast Alaska the fishery has attained to considerable prominence. Here herring are sold fresh and
salted for food; but the principal use is as bait in the halibut and king salmon fisheries and as fertilizer and oil.
In baiting, fresh herring are used whenever possible; but when the fisherman has to hold them for a few days
the herring are usually dumped round into a barrel with enough salt to preserve them until needed. There is
also a demand from the States for the larger herring for smoking purposes, and each season a few dressed and
rolled in salt are packed in halibut boxes holding about 500 pounds, and shipped. Several inquiries were
received this year...
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