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medical comorbidities. In the United States, migraine and related medical issues result in costs of more than 13
billion per year due to lost productivity. Migraine causes acute headaches, which typically last 4 hours to 3 days
if untreated. Most individuals with migraine are able to treat their attacks at home; however, this treatment is
not always successful. Furthermore, when the initial oral treatment for acute severe headaches fails,
subsequent attempts are likely to fail as well. Of Americans with migraine, 7 percent were reported to use an ED
or urgent care center for treatment of severe headache within the previous 12 months. 7 In the United States,
headaches accounted for 2. 1 million ED visits annually, 2. 2 percent of all ED visits. 8 Migraine sufferers who use
the ED often report multiple ED visits annually. While headache is a common cause of presentation to the ED,
there is substantial practice variability among emergency clinicians. Twenty disparate parenteral agents are
used to treat acute migraine in EDs in the United States. Among the agents used are 5-hydroxytryptamine (HT)
receptor agonists (e. g. , triptans), dopamine receptor antagonists (e. g. , phenothiazines, metoclopramide),
ergot derivatives (e. g. , dihydroergotamine DHE), intravenous (IV) nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs
(NSAIDs), and...
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