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Harry N. Abrams. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 224 pages. Dimensions: 9.2in. x 5.9in. x 1.0in.You

only think you know this story. In 1991, Jeffrey Dahmerthe most notorious serial killer since Jack the
Ripperseared himself into the American consciousness. To the public, Dahmer was a monster who committed
unthinkable atrocities. To Derf Backderf, Jeff was a much more complex figure: a high school friend with
whom he had shared classrooms, hallways, and car rides. In My Friend Dahmer, a haunting and original
graphic novel, writer-artist Backderf creates a surprisingly sympathetic portrait of a disturbed young man
struggling against the morbid urges emanating from the deep recesses of his psychea shy kid, a teenage
alcoholic, and a goofball who never quite fit in with his classmates. With profound insight, what emerges is a
Jeffrey Dahmer that few ever really knew, and one readers will never forget. Praise for My Friend Dahmer: The
tone is sympathetic and enraged (Where were the damn adults), while not excusing or making the story unduly
fascinating. Backderfs writing is impeccably honest in not exculpating his own misdeeds . . . and quietly
horrifying. A small, dark classic. Publishers Weekly (starred review)One of the best graphic novels Ive read this
year. -- USA Todays PopCandyOne of the most thought-provoking comics released in a long time. -- Slate.
comCarefully researched and sourced with ample back matter, Backderfs tragic chronicle of what shouldnt
have been is a real butt-kicker for educators and youth counselors as well as peers of other potential Dahmers.
Highly recommended for professionals as well as true crime readers. Library JournalThis isnt a cautionary tale.
Its insight sharedinsight arriving too late to save Dahmers victims, let alone Jeff himself, but perhaps soon
enough to remind both teens and their caretakers that questioning peculiar behavior might be...
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