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light. On this supposition, the prism gives no information
whether the material of the coma is solid, liquid, or gaseous.
Terrestrial phenomena suggest a condition similar to fog or
cloud. If the luminous gas of the nucleus suffers condensation
and subsequent diffusion to form the tails of comets, it must
pass through a condition in which it neither emits nor in any
large degree reflects light. Dark spaces are frequently seen
between the envelopes of comets. The observations in full, of
which the results are given in this Report, have been
communicated recently in two papers to the Royal Society. Mr.
Birt continues his observations on the Moon s surface at
Hartwell and London, as mentioned in the last Report. During
the past year four forms have been issued by the Lunar
Committee of the British Association for the advancement of
Science, viz. No....
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