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Day of Commencement, 1843 Young Gentlemen: When a son leaves the family circle in the midst of which he
has been brought up to the years of manhood, and goes out into the world to act for himself, it is natural that
his parents, full of anxiety for his future welfare, should follow him to the gate with their blessings and prayers;
and having given him such advice as may in some measure supply his lack of experience, commit him, in a
parting Adieu, to the care of that Good Providence which only can conduct him in safety through the perils and
uncertainties of his future course. Such, in some respects, is the situation in, which you are now placed; and
such the office which this Institution, whose children you are, performs to you to-day. To-day you are under her
tuition and authority; to-morrow you will be so no longer. What a solemn moment is this! Let me improve it, by
delivering to you some words of counsel which it may be useful for you to remember. But what shall | say?
What can | say that has not been already said? On former occasions, during your course ef studies, it has fallen
in my way to treat, imperfectly it is true, but in great sincerity and freedom, of almost every subject of interest
to you as rational and accountable creatures, as individals, or as members of the great family of mankind. |
can therefore, only select, from the whole mass of subjects which have engaged your attention, some one of
importance enough to makeita...
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