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N. Y., Tuesday, July 28th, 1891 The Children of Israel found it simple enough to make bricks as long as they had
free raw material. It was only when the supplies of straw were cut off, and they were required to make
something out of nothing, that they complained so bitterly of their lot. It has been easy enough to found new
States where a country and a people have been furnished ready-made for that purpose. In the old world and in
the new, in ancient and in modern times, it has been often and successfully done. But the problem before the
pioneers who undertook to settle our far Western country, to establish a civilization, and rear the structures of
new States for the American Union in that then remote and inaccessible region, was a very different one. The
settlement of the prairies and of the Mississippi Valley had been easy enough. The land was already there, and it
was a land upon which nature had smiled abundantly. It was necessary only to find the people and to mould
them into the requisite social and political organizations; and the people came only too gladly - some from the
older-settled portions of our nation, and more yet from Ireland, Germany, England, France, Italy, Scandinavia,
from the shores of Europe everywhere, and from all the fountain-heads of civilization. But when our State-
makers passed beyond the influence of the moisture-laden breezes of the Atlantic and approached the Eastern
base of...
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