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indexed. Not illustrated. 1918 Excerpt: .their 37th annual report for the year 1915, were used. From each of these
values the water areas of rivers, lakes and great ponds within the exterior boundary lines were deducted. Areas
of rivers were measured from the best obtainable plans on file in this office, made from actual survey, using
also, in some cases, various plans on file in other State departments. Plans of lakes and great ponds were
measured from surveyors large scale plans where obtainable, many being furnished by various city and town
officials. Some, notably water supply reservoirs, were obtained from information on file with the State
Department of Health or from local engineers. All other ponds were measured as shown on the original plane
table sheets of the State topographical map, scale 1: 30,000, or four times the area of the State maps
themselves. Ponds crossed by town lines were divided in the proper proportions. Brooks and small ponds were
not considered, except in a very few scattering instances, where population was very small. In the case of cities
and towns along the coast, basic gross areas are taken to high-water line only, and in tidal streams to the first
bridge from the mouth of the same. The sum of the areas as thus determined for the several cities and towns,
viz., 7,876.2528 square miles, was then taken as the area of the State. This figure differs from that used by the
United States Census Office, which gives the land area...
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