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CREATION OF THE HOME MARKET FOE INDUSTRIAL CAPITAL. The expropriation and expulsion of the
agricultural population, intermittent but renewed again and again, supplied, as we saw, the town industries
with a mass of proletarians, entirely unconnected with the corporate guilds and unfettered by them; a
fortunate circumstance that makes old A. Anderson (not to be confounded with James Anderson) in his History
of Commerce, believe in the direct intervention of Providence. We must still pause a moment on this element of
primitive accumulation. The thinning-out of the independent, self-supporting peasants not only brought about
the crowding together of the industrial proletariat, in the way that Geoffrey Saint Hilaire explained the
condensation of cosmical matter at one place, by its rarefaction at another. 1 In spite of the smaller numbers of
its cultivators, the soil brought forth as much or more produce, after as before, because the revolution in the
conditions of landed property was accompanied by improved methods of culture, greater co-operation,
concentration of the means of production, and c. , and because not only were the agricultural wage-labourers
put on the strain more intensely, 2 but the field of production on which they worked for themselves, became
more and more contracted. With the setting free of a part of the agricultural population, therefore, their
former means of nourishment were also set free. They were now transformed into material elements of
variable capital. The peasant, expropriated...
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