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Selfishness is therefore now become the most active and reigning principle in fallen nature, and, like the first
wheel in a grand machine, sets the whole world in motion. For if we survey the conduct of busy mortals, in the
various ranks and degrees, characters and circumstances of life, we shall easily perceive that self is the idol they
are naturally disposed to worship, and selfishness the grand interest to which they are by nature entirely
devoted. We find om selves in the midst of an active, busy world, the inhabitants of which are ever engaged in
some vigorous pursuits. But what are they pursuing? What is the governing principle of their actions? And what
the center to which they bend, and in which they terminate? Are they laboring for God as their ultimate end, or
for themselves? When the merchant compasseth sea and land, in search of a worldly treasure, does he this for
God, or for himself? When the soldier boldly enters the field of battle, faces death in its most hideous forms, and
opens his bosom to the most pregnant dangers, does he this for the honor of God, or for the honor of himself?
When the industrious tradesman rises early, and sits up late, and eats the bread of carefulness, and fills up his
swift succeeding hours with the most painful and assiduous labor, does he labor ultimately for God, or for
himself? When men of superior rank, and greater affluence, devote their wasting moments to the fashionable
diversions and pleasurable entertainments of life, do they this to please and glorify God, or...
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