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of the country, we are steadfast in our commitment to re-form healthcare, which should start with expanding
coverage for all. And we commend President Obama for making healthcare re-form a top priority. Hospitals
have been early and ardent supporters of efforts to make healthcare more affordable. We have worked to
increase the focus on wellness and prevention, better coordinating care, utilizing comparative effectiveness
research, moving towards the adoption of information technology, creating alternative liability systems and
reducing administrative costs. However, we urge Congress to carefully consider the impact that it will have on
all hospitals, including the small and rural facilities. There are three main characteristics that differentiate the
small and rural hospitals: our small size and volume, our geographic iso-lation, and the type of population that
we serve. First, lower pa-tient volumes in rural hospitals mean that our financial position is more volatile which
complicates our abilities to position ourselves, develop accurate long-range financial plans and contingency
plans. As a result, were less able to weather the financial fluctuations, especially in todays economy. Next is
geographic isolation. Rural communities across the coun-try are self-contained and far from population
centers and other healthcare facilities. In my case, the closest hospitals are more than 30 miles away to the west
of us, across the mountains, and 25 miles to the east of us. Moreover, public transportation is prac-tically non-
existent. For many rural residents preventive, post-acute, and other services may be delayed or forgone,
ultimately in-creasing the overall cost of care. Finally, Americas rural areas tend to have higher proportions of
Medicare patients. For example, Medicare accounted for...
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