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THE SUBSTANCE BEHIND THE RHETORIC OF A 'EUROPE OF THE
REGIONS' AND THE MAIN IMPEDIMENTS TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
AN EU-WIDE SYSTEM OF REGIONAL GOVERNANCE?

GRIN Verlag Jan 2009, 2009. sonst. Bücher. Book Condition: Neu. 213x149x1 mm. This item is printed on demand
- Print on Demand Neuware - Essay from the year 2006 in the subject Politics - International Politics - Topic:
European Union, grade: 74, Swansea University, course: AHer Democracy: The EU and the Governance of
Europe, 9 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: The term 'Europe of the Regions' has been
used over the last decades either to describe one of the supposed effects of the integration process on European
governance or as a normative goal in the sense of a post-national Europe. Proponents of a Europe of the
Regions assume that the combined eIect of European integration at the top and regional decentralisation at
the bottom will eventually lead to a dissolving of the traditional nation state in Europe. Others reject this view
and see this development rather as the emergence of a new form of multilevel governance within the existing
framework of national and European institutions. The regional element of the EU can be retraced to the
establishment of the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) in 1975 but, as Harvie points out, since that
time regional development has taken a dynamic of its own which challenges the traditional nation state:
'Regionalisation, the chopping-up of problems into manageable areas, has given way to a subjective and
aggressive regionalism.' Regions have doubtlessly established themselves as key players in European
governance. The purpose of this essay is to clarify whether a Europe of the regions is a viable option in practice
and whether it is desirable at all. To answer this question, this essay will first of all clarify the ambiguous term
'region' and analyse diIerent concepts of regional governance in several EU countries. In a next step, it will
examine the...
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