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Hazard Investigation Board, 1999. OCLC Number: (OCoLC)42384673 Subject: Chemical industry -- United States -
- Data processing. Excerpt: . . . One of the major concerns regarding Y2K-related catastrophic Small and Mid-
sized events may be associated with SMEs. ( For the purposes of this Enterprises ( SMEs ) report, SMEs are
defined as facilities that have less than 50 employees, facilities that have between 51-200 employees or are not
part of a multinational national corporation, or public sector facilities, e. g. , municipal water and wastewater
facilities. ) SMEs managing high hazard chemicals can pose large risks to works and the surrounding
community. While some exceptional SMEs are highly resourced, more generally, SMEs lack awareness
regarding the Y2K impact, resources, and the technical know-how for fixing the problems. Given the time
constraints, there is very little chance of changing that reality. The best we can do now is try to increase
awareness, provide easy-to-use tools and accessible resources, and provide attractive incentives for Y2K
compliance efforts. The only hope is that the SMEs, as well as other organizations who are coming into the
game late, can take advantage of the work done by others. In this context, it should be mentioned that the new
federal law designed to encourage 3 disclosure of information has not yet yielded the desired results. It is quite
clear that additional work needs to be done to provide increased incentives for information sharing. This is an
area where intervention and action by the federal government can yield positive and fruitful results. The major
control and instrumentation vendors canvassed in this Control and Instrumentation...
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