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Createspace, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. David Strong (illustrator). 216 x 137 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Ending Big SIS (The Special Interest State)
and Renewing the American Republic is a stern look at the current crisis in politics and government. The
surface problems are known to all: uncontrolled spending; exploding debt; legal and regulatory absurdity;
imperious bureaucracy; misdirected investment; and crippled private businesses and institutions. But these are
actually symptoms, not basic problems. They cannot be cured until we face up to a deep crack in the structure
of our political institutions. We have allowed special interest groups of all kinds - the Founders of the republic
called them factions - to capture segments of the government and then use its sovereign powers to tax,
legislate, spend, and regulate to promote their own agendas rather than the interests of the nation as a whole.
Indeed, we celebrate capture. We assume that this jockeying for governmental advantage is part of democracy,
and that somehow it will all work out. But it will not work out, because too many interests have won too much
over too long a period. Our institutions, which were designed to make government act slowly, make it
impossible to reverse course, especially because the winning interests support politicians who will block reform.
In fact, the problems will worsen, as ever-more groups demand a share of the pie. The Founders regarded
capture by faction as a threat to the existence of the republic, using, in the words of one historian, a dreadful
image of a spreading rot of a cancer eating at the vitals of the body politic. They were right, and American
politics is approaching the day when the very legitimacy of the government will come into question....
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